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Evolution of Human Existence in the Paleolithic and Neolithic Ages
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Archaeologists trace the beginning of the process of man's evolution to about six million years ago. The study of how man changed from a simple apelike form to a whole new complex modern man, is uncovered by the study of fossils. Scientists believe that humans and apes share a common ancestry because of research that shows human beings share 99% of their generic sequence with chimpanzees. Paleolithic and Neolithic ages marked one of the greatest changes of human beings' composition in culture and lives, thus giving way for the development of modern man. Literature will in detail outline the evolution of human existence in the Paleolithic and Neolithic ages.
Paleolithic Age
	The Paleolithic Age which is Greek for "stone age" was the earliest and longest stone age in the evolution of man (2,000,000 B.C-10,000 BC). This period is as well-known as simply the Old Stone Age and the development of man was very slow. During this age, man lived a simple life primarily for survival. The onset of Paleolithic age came its time of the first use of tools by the early man (Agatova and Nepop 470). In 2015, however, archaeologists discovered tools stuck in between rocks that were dated about 3.3 million years ago thus raising the question of when man started using tools. With this evidence, scientists suggested that the onset of tools might have been with the Australopithecus.
	Through this period human beings were gatherers and hunters. Men hunted while women took care of the young ones while gathering. This has been supported by the artefactual record of the excavated tools including stone bone tools, tools made of flints well as antler tools (Paliienko 275). Consequently, this period was divided into three ages depending on the tools that were developed in each stage.
 	The first ages depending on the tools that were developed is the lower Paleolithic age. The tools excavated from the rich Somme Valley were grouped to be the first tools made by human beings and were named after the town-Abbevillian. The tools vary in forms and they lack definite form because the flaking is irregular. The other types of tools associated with this stage were called the Acheulean tools and cover the longest time span of the man’s tools and traditions in prehistory. Also, these tools were mostly simple stone choppers that were discovered in Tanzania at Olduvai Gorge (Paliienko 275). In addition to these hunters and gatherers mostly used typical hand axes in hunting and gathering.
 	Middle Paleolithic age is the second ages. This age is mostly characterized by the appearance of Homo sapiens (Neanderthalensis). Hand axes continued to be used while the new stone tool was implemented to supplement the hand ax and was called the Mousterian. In this age, human beings were scavengers as well as hunters and gatherers. The man started ritual behaviors of burying the dead with the evidence found in some sites such as La Ferrassie and Shanidar Cave (Trinkaus et al.,  223). Unfortunately, the middle Paleolithic ended with the gradual disappearance of Neanderthal and the onset of Homo sapiens sapiens.
	Lastly, the upper Paleolithic is the third ages. This was the period between 50000 and 10000 years ago and marked the end of the late Stone Age revolution. In addition, Cro-Magnons (Homo Sapiens Sapiens) were replacing the Neanderthal man. This revolution is characterized by the spread of significant and more complex changes in human beings civilizations. As a result, human beings began to mobile themselves and migrated to other areas of the world. Researchers indicate that by the end of this period, human beings had migrated across Bering Land Bridge to North America and later to the south (Trinkaus et al., 223).
	Secondly, art and communication became a large part of their culture. This was perhaps the greatest contributions of this stage-the creation of spoken languages. Even though some communities communicated through signs and paintings, others changed to the establishment of trade routes and language communication that allowed the exchange of ideas which were the greatest spice for the advance human developments. Human beings were able to reflect their societies as well as leave some practices that were unnecessary while adopting one that added to their culture.
	Changes also occurred in technology during this stage. Stones evolved to more usable and other tools with specialized elements. Tools such as knife blades, spears and arrows and piercing, and drilling tools were excavated by researchers (Bolus 170). However, despite being known as a stone age, in this period not all tools were made of stones. Some were made of bones, ivory as well as antler. Other advancements included the development of fish hooks and needles which added ease to their survival.
Neolithic Age
	The timing of this age coincided with changes in climatic conditions of man’s habitat. This period is usually associated with the start of agriculture, cereal civilizations as well as animal domestication.  This is not, however, to be confused to as a sudden change of man's civilizations, rather it was a gradual process as agriculture started at different times in different places making the determination of the time it started uncertain (Kutsevol 8). Furthermore, research shows that Neolithic period could have been presided by a small nomadic life of man. This might have been the period when pre-agricultural societies networked and lived in different areas according to responses given by the resources on seasonal variations.
	During the Neolithic age human beings developed a sedentary way of life. The government, as well as the religion, was born at a time estimated to be about 9600-6900 BC. Researchers discovered arrowheads embedded in human skulls and also huge massive walls in Jericho suggesting settlements and also evidence of the existence of inter communities’ warfare (Hervella et al., 7). In this period, more tools were innovated and became popular quickly as compared to the older tools and were adopted by different groups which suggested the existence of important links and interconnections between communities due to their ease of use.
	Again, in neolothic age, man built permanent households after the cease of the nomadic life. As a result of settled life, agriculture and domestication of animals which ensured regular supply of food, the population increased significantly and settlement schemes increased. There was a division of labor such management was given to men with those in management facilitating allocation of food and other resources thus creating people with high class and social importance (Kutsevol 8). Research shows that in the early stages of Neolithic age, food and other important resources were managed at the village levels.
Although some communities depended on hunting man lived mainly on agriculture. Research shows that during the Neolithic period, human tooth ware was a common occurrence but after the pottery discovery, tooth wears decreased (Cui and Ma 155). Nevertheless, Neolithic age came to an end with the introduction of copper metallurgy which was the beginning of the Bronze Age.


Conclusion
Having in detailed outlined the evolution of human existence in the Paleolithic and Neolithic ages, it has proved to carry the greatest changes during the evolution of man. This includes the gradual development of tools that constituted the basis of technological advancements even before the industrial revolution, development, and advancement of more organized civilization of mankind. Again, it marked the long journey of the evolution of man to present day state. In short, all the above discussions as portrayed by the essay show the changes that occurred in man for Paleolithic and Neolithic ages.
 


Works Cited
Agatova, AR and R K Nepop. "Connection of the Late Paleolithic archaeological sites of the Chuya depression with geological evidence of the existence of the Late Pleistocene ice-dammed lakes." Stratigraphy and Geological Correlation; Dordrecht Vol. 25, Iss. 4 (2017): 463-475.
Bolus, M. "The Transition from the Middle to the Upper Paleolithic in the Swabian Jura, Southwestern Germany." Anthropologie; Brno Vol. 53, Iss. 1-2 (2015): 167-179.
Cui, YiFu, YuJia Liu and MinMin Ma. "Spatiotemporal evolution of prehistoric Neolithic-Bronze Age settlements and influencing factors in the Guanting Basin, northeast Tibetan Plateau.". Science China. Earth Sciences; Dordrecht Vol. 61, Iss. 2 (2018): 149-162.
Hervella, Montserrat, et al. "Ancient DNA from South-East Europe Reveals Different Events during Early and Middle Neolithic Influencing the European Genetic Heritage." PLoS One; San Francisco Vol. 10, Iss. 6 (2015): 10.
Paliienko, S. "The culture-historical division of the Central European Upper Paleolithic in Soviet archeology." Anthropologie; Brno Vol. 51, Iss. 2 (2013): 271-283.
S, Nikitenko I, Cand Sc and Kutsevol. "ON RAW MATERIALS OF NEOLITHIC STONE HOES FROM THE DNIEPER RAPIDS AREA." Natsional'nyi Hirnychyi Universytet. Naukovyi Visnyk; Dnipropetrovsk Iss. 4 (2016): 5-12.
Trinkaus, E, et al. "The Age of the Sunghir Upper Paleolithic Human Burials." Anthropologie; Brno Vol. 53, Iss. 1-2 (2015): 221-231.


